Timofei Osipovich Tarakanov - A Russian- He was working for the company by2L.8bseph O'Cain, the
American Sea Captain, of the brig O'Cain suggestd®@03 to take a group of Aleut hunters to theifGalia
Coast with himTarakanov led the hunting group with 20 baidarkas. In tha Beancisco Bay area they took
1,100 pelts and bought 700 pelts from the Spaniskioms. They returned in 1804. In October of 1806y
left Kodiak with 12 baidarkas and a crew of Aletdsunt the California Coast, returning in 1807. On
September 1808 he serdrakanov with a party of hunters back to the California €tdaut this time to start
looking for a hunting base to establish. The skg&iled on was shipwrecked near the WashingtostGoal
several passengers were captured by the localnsdi&everal died in the months that followed, heewve
Tarakanov was able to talk to the Indians and encourage tiodme freed with several others. They arrived
back in Sitka on the brig Lydia, rescued by Ameri&hip Captain Brown. A year lat€arakanov was again
sent to California with a hunting party. They huhtee Farallones and Drake’s Bay and stopped atdie
Ross Colony. His life is unknown for the next sedeears. He sailed several times to the Sandvgieimdls
and continued leading hunting parties.

This file made possible by: The State of Washington
Washington State Department of Archeology and Histereservation/

Russian ship /Saint Nicolas/ wrecks near mouth of Quillayute River on
November 1, 1808.

On November 1, 1808, the Russian brig /Saint N&$/olrecks just south
of the mouth of the Quillayute River at latitude dégrees 56 minutes.
Although the crew of 20 men and women makes ihtwes safely, the
party will battle with the Quileute tribe and wdhdure captivity by

the Indians for the next two and a half years. 8gapple will die in
captivity or disappear before the survivors aresoamed by the crew of
an American trading ship.

At the turn of the nineteenth century, expeditibgghe Spanish,

British, and Americans put pressure on the Rus&rarrican Fur Company
to establish a presence on the west coast of Martlrica. On September
28, 1808, the U.S.-built brig, /Saint Nicolas/|sdifrom New

Archangel (Sitka) in Russian Alaska on an expeditbexploration and
trade. Russian naval officer Nikolai Bulagin commed the vessel. He
was accompanied by his 18-year-old wife, Anna RemdBulagina, 12
Russian men, four Aleut men, and two Aleut womeraftotal of 20.
Bulagin's plan was to rendezvous with another ghg/Kodiak/, at

Grays Harbor, and probe south towards California.

Near Destruction Island the /Saint Nicolas/ bechemalmed and the tide
drove the ship toward the shore. Bulagin set ars;hout the hawsers
failed and the /Saint Nicolas /crashed into theches high water just
south of the mouth of the Quillayute River. All @@&mbers of the crew
made it ashore with arms, ammunition, tents, spitsvisions, and

other supplies. Quileute Indians pilfered some #emd the situation
degraded as they attacked with stones and spdaRRUssians

retaliated with firearms, killing two.



Bulagin elected to trek southward and find the /is&tin Grays Harbor.
For three days the survivors struggled throughtieery undergrowth to
the Hoh River. Unable to ford the stream, theysgonhe Indians to ferry
them in two canoes. During the crossing, the Inslianned on the
Russians. One man was killed and Anna Petrovnaisaigh man, and an
Aleut man were captured. Bulagin was so upset eydss of his young
wife that he resigned leadership to supercargo feéniaarakanov, who
had survived a massacre and capture by Tlinglieat Archangel six
years before.

UnderTarakanov the Russians marched inland and sustained two more
wounded. Anna Petrovna's captors followed the ifeggtand proposed a
ransom for her return. In the negotiations, Bulagas able to speak to

his wife, but the deal fell apart when the Russianald not relinquish

their firearms. The Russians fought their way ugriand built a

fortified camp. They also constructed a boat.

On February 8, 1809, they took the boat down riwghe mouth of the
Hoh and landed opposite a village. When the Indgatkered around the
strangers, the Russians took three hostages ofavei two women and
a young man. By the time that the Indians produsaca Petrovna, she
refused repatriation because she had been wetktt@ead did not care
for hardship in the wilderness. Bulagin at firgtetened to shoot his
wife, then withdrew in grief.

Anna Petrovna's account of her experience ar@kanov an idea. He and
four other men surrendered to the Indians courdimgventual rescue by
other Europeans. The balance of the expeditiomatied to take their

boat to Destruction Island, but lost it on the akong with all

their supplies. They became prisoners as well.

The captives were traded up and down the coast ghertribes.
Bulagin's first owner traded him to the man whadh®&hna Petrovna. But
Anna Petrovna died in August 1809, and consumptiok Bulagin in
February 1810.

Tarakanov ended up north at Cape Flattery the property cditdaka. and
he received good treatment due to his skill wittid@nd his

entertainment value (he built a kite). On May 6113 arakanov was
ransomed by Captain Brown of the American brig faya@long with an
Englishman, John Williams, and the other Russi@hs.Americans and the
Indians could not make a deal for two of the Russiantil Brown seized
the Indian chief. The two men were released.

Of the 20 members of the expedition, 13 were re@al/by Brown and
repatriated to Sitka. One Aleut man was eventdalynd along the
Columbia River and ransomed. One Russian was trealéal away he was
never heard from again.
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/The River Pioneers: Early Days on Grays Harbal/ by Edwin Van
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